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Follow 
Your 

Dream

Venezuelan surfer Yeni Canelon shares 

the journey that brought her to one of 

the most beautiful tropical islands in the 

world, and to the creation of her own 

surf camp, Salti Hearts. 
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ver since I can remember I have been passionate 

about the ocean; I fell in love with surfing and 

the beach lifestyle at the age of six. I guess, in 
one way or another, everyone follows their dream, 
but sometimes the path you take can lead you in 
different directions before you achieve your dream. 

I have taken a path with many twists and turns, but 
I am very grateful that I have found my destination and my dream in 
Salti Hearts.

After more than a decade of political repression, economic 
instability and limited opportunities in my country of origin, 
Venezuela, I was ready for a different journey. After too many years 

of unhappiness and the impossibility of realising my dreams, I 
understood that it was time for a change. I had to be brave enough to 

leave everything behind – my family, my house and my friends – and 
F

IO
N

A
 P

E
T

E
R

S



64 SurfGirl Magazine SurfGirl Magazine 65

set out on a journey of self-

discovery. 

I was 27 years old when I 
stepped out of my comfort zone 
and embarked on my new life’s 
journey, and I needed to be open 

to everything that happened 
along the way: To meeting 
new people, exploring new 
territories, trying new things 
and recognising that everyone I 
met along the way could teach 
me something. 

I spent the first two 

years surfing, exploring and 

practicing yoga. Last year I 

finally had the opportunity 

to ask myself: “What’s next?” 
So I gathered my thoughts, 
followed my heart, kept true to 
my passions for surfing and yoga 

and created Salti Hearts, a Surf 
and Yoga Camp in Bali.

Every dream comes with 
new challenges. Being in a 

foreign country by myself, 
learning to speak Bahasa 
Indonesia, understanding the 
unique Balinese culture and 
traditions, and setting up my 
own business with all of the 
complex bureaucratic processes, 
difficulties and expenses that 

comes with it, has been the 
biggest challenge in my life. 

Oh, and lets not forget the hours 
spent getting lost around Bali to 
find the surf spots and master 

the matrix of swell, tides and 
winds for the breaks that most 
suit our Salti Girls! (Not such a 

hardship of course, but it did 
take a long time to develop this 
knowledge.)    

I have successfully overcome 
these challenges by staying 
positive and grounded, working 
hard to reach my goals and 
always being connected. I can 

honestly say from the deepest 
part of my heart, that I’m living 
my dream. I am thankful for 

this opportunity and I wake up 
everyday truly grateful for the 
life I have and the path I have 
chosen to live. 

With my Salti Heart wide 
open and beating with the 
rhythm of the tides, I deeply 
breathe in the Salti ocean breeze.

For more info on Salti Hearts go 
to www.saltihearts.com

“I was 27 years old 

when I stepped out of 

my comfort zone and 

embarked on my new 

life’s journey, and I 

needed to be open to 

everything that happened 

along the way…”


